Instructions for Typing the MWOT Platform Issue Statement
Please remember. This ONE (1) page, single-spaced document that when combined in the Judge’s Notebook with the Contestant’s Resume (See Contestant Resume, which is a separate document), will comprise your entire application for this job. The judges will receive exactly what is submitted. Any items submitted that do not fit the established criteria will be returned for correction only once. Any items that do not meet the criteria or are submitted after the deadline will not be given to the judges. If your Platform Statement arrives on the day of the deadline, but does not meet the criteria, there will not be time to return it to you; paperwork that does not meet the criteria,will not be given to the judges. The contestant may explain the lack of judging materials during her interview, if she so chooses.
Contestants - Talk about your personal platform issue. In addition, explain how you will further the Miss
Washington’s Outstanding Teen program “brand” to the public.
(See sample essay BELOW .)
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Name:  Jane Doe
Title:  Contestant Title 2011
Hometown:  Anywhere, Washington
Leadership: Step Up To Stand Out!
My objective as Miss Washington’s Outstanding Teen is to help teens acquire the skills and confidence needed to step up and be servant leaders. Many of today’s teens do not have the self-confidence or support system necessary to step up and be leaders. Some teens are natural leaders, but leadership can also be nurtured and taught. It is critical that teens are motivated and encouraged to take initiative and step up to leadership. When youth are not involved in positive activities they find other ways to occupy their time; resulting in unhealthy and destructive behaviors. The Harvard After-School Initiative Study states: “During the hours of 3PM to 6PM, the juvenile crime rate triples. Youth who volunteer one hour per week or are engaged in an outside activity are 50% less likely to abuse drugs, alcohol, cigarettes or engage in destructive behavior.” Teens want to be respected and fit in at school, through leadership they can also stand out in their communities and step up to a positive reputation among their peers.
Teens do not believe in their own potential to make an impact in their communities. Too often they may slide into apathy and depression. This mindset reinforces low self esteem, which in turn causes them to make poor choices and be disinterested in school.
Having a good support system is vital to the growth of youth leadership. It is common in today’s society for teens to have full-time working parent(s) with demanding schedules. Poor performance at school and lack of support at home can cause dropping out to become an attractive option. This mindset can be broken by presenting youth with leadership opportunities in areas they care about and then teaching them how to take charge and lead. As their skills and confidence grow so will their self esteem.
During the past 4 years I have engaged in leadership opportunities in my school community. As a result I’ve experienced personal growth and development, gained self confidence and increased my social skills. My participation with the national organization
‘Breaking Down the Walls’ has been key to this growth. As a peer leader for ‘Breaking Down the Walls’ in my school I lead a series of unifying activities encouraging leadership skills and breaking down the invisible barriers between students, creating a positive, supportive climate within the school community. Teens are branching out and interacting with other teens they normally would not build relationships with. Because of the support and unity of their peers, teens feel understood and now have the confidence to step up into leadership positions and stand out.
The title of Washington’s Outstanding Teen will allow me to spend my year supporting teens and youth in school systems and after-school organizations such as the Boys and Girls Clubs and Girl Scouts by advocating my 3 point plan for Leadership: Step Up to Stand Out! My platform encourages teens to become better leaders, develop confidence and gain the skills necessary for creating an environment which nurtures leadership and teamwork. As Miss Washington’s Outstanding Teen I will:
Educate teens on HOW to take initiative through programs such as ‘Breaking Down the Walls,’ a program that teaches leadership and teambuilding skills which in turn help teens develop the support system they need to step up and stand out as a leader in their school community.
Encourage youth to take the first step by a) identifying what motivates and inspires them, b) finding a way to become involved and c) setting goals toward what they want to accomplish.
Empower young people with the message that they can make a difference. They are capable of changing their mindset and their path by choosing to step up and standout.
I will be the Miss Washington’s Outstanding Teen that inspires the youth of our country to pursue leadership. With the MWOT title I will lead by example in my own school community, introduce my platform and the “Breaking Down The Walls” program to after-school organizations and school districts throughout the state. I will utilize social networking websites popular with teens to educate, encourage and empower my peers across Washington. My goal is to inspire youth to step up to leadership.
